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College Corner
Tips on Applying for Merit Scholarships

Start the Process Early.

The earlier you start looking at the applications the better. If you look at the scholarships when
you are a sophomore or junior in high school it allows you more time to write a better essay.
The extra time also allows you to see what they are looking for in a candidate (volunteer work,
community involvement, leadership, etc), and have time to actually do the activities before
you send it the application.

Look Locally

The best place to start looking for scholarships is in your local area. Look in local papers to
see what scholarships people are receiving in the area. Also look to the parents’ and student’s
employers. A third place to look would be organizations that the parents and students belong
too. All three of these types of scholarships tend to have lower amounts of applicants and
therefore better chance of winning.

Use the Internet to Help
There are many websites that offer searches for scholarships, but below are probably the best
two [ have seen.

www.collegeboard.org

www.fastweb.com

Caution: Remember you should never have to pay to search for scholarships. There are a
lot of firms that charge you to find scholarships, but a high percentage of these do nothing
more than search these same websites. Also never give your Social Security number to any
website for the purpose of scholarship searching.



